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Dear Reader

On 25 May Petro Poroshenko was elected Ukrainian president. The 

election of the millionaire “Chocolate King” was universally expect-

ed. The surprise was that Poroshenko was able to achieve a majority 
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of the Ukrainian people’s hopes for an end to the power vacuum 

at the top of their state’s political system and that Poroshenko 

might be able to protect Ukraine’s unity and independence in the 

face of Russian aggression and the escalating violence in the east 

of the country.

Ukraine now has a head of state whose legitimacy is rooted in 

democratic processes. The interim government established follow-

ing the fall of the previous president, Viktor Yanukovych, came to 

power through a revolutionary act – the mass protests on Kyiv’s 

Independence Square and other Ukrainian cities: in short, after the 

Maidan. All the authors invited to contribute to the present edition 

of RGOW share the view that the recent events in Ukraine amount 

to a revolution in the tradition of the political upheaval of 1989/90. 

We made a conscious decision to place the emphasis on voices from 

within Ukraine in order to present their experiences and analysis 

of the Maidan. (For more on the conception of this edition, see the 

KPVTQFWEVKQP�D[�&GPKU�&CHƃQP�CPF�0KEQNCU�*C[Q\��

Most of the contributions were completed before the presidential 

elections, but in many respects they outline the considerable chal-

NGPIGU�HCEKPI�2QTQUJGPMQ��ƂTUV�CPF�HQTGOQUV�FKXKUKQPU�YKVJKP�VJG�

country must be overcome, divisions that do not lie between East 

and West or between Ukrainians or Ukrainian-speakers and Russians 

or Russian-speakers, but between opposing values; while reaction-

ary factions cling to post-Soviet paternalist structures, the Maidan 

demonstrators hope for fundamentally new politics based on the 

rule of law and free from corruption. It remains to be seen whether 

the oligarch Poroshenko is the right man for such a new start.

The present edition was produced in cooperation with the research 
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thank the network’s coordinators for their selection of the authors 
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these papers.
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